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nyone who ever put his
faith in the Denver
Broncos or in a bird dog
" probably has heard all he
ever wanted to know about golden
retrievers.

Don’t believe a word of it.
Contrary to anything you’ve
ever heard about America’s sec-
ond most popular retrieving dog,
goldens don’t — unlike, say, Del-
tha O’Neal — run around a field

without a brain in their heads. I
have it on irre-
futable authori
ty that golden
retrievers are
highly intelli-
gent, compan-
ionable and,

above all, nim-
ble. If Brian

. Griese says it
”ua_..mu_m wasn’t Bella’s
ey el e fault, hear him

7 out.

" Like most latter-day bird hunt-
ing enthusiasts, I never thought
much about goldens one way or
another. Among serious dog peo-
ple, the rap against the breed
seems firmly ingrained. As surely
as Griese can’t stand tall or throw
long, golden retrievers won't stay
focused or perform the really
tough tasks serious hunters expect
of a versatile gun dog. Suggest
hunting with a golden and your
companions are likely to suggest
you take your action to the next
county. Besides, did you ever try
to comb the burrs out of all that
hair?

Pretty to look at, gentle with the
kiddies (but not quarterbacks), not
exactly something you’d want to
take on a pheasant hunt.

At least that’s what I thought
until I got a call a few months ago
from a Boulder resident named
Richard Sierzant. A bird hunting
man and golden retriever fancier,
Sierzant had a new pup that
needed a trainer.

_“I know what you’re thinking.

_People have goldens, drive SUVs

”

and go to soccer games,” said
Sierzant, who confessed to having
owned seven of the lush-coated
dogs. “I already had two other
goldens at home. I wanted a dog
that was a hunter.”

Dumbfounded that anyone even
might consider such a thing, I sent
Sierzant to my personal court of
last resorts. Professional trainer
Gary Ruppel, based in Kiowa, is
one of those dog-whisperer types
who can coax canines into just
about anything. I figured if any-
body could do something with a
golden, it was Ruppel.

. In the process, I also learned
much-about a breed that, as hunt-
ing dogs go, became something of
avictim of its own popularity.

" “Most of the breeding was done
by dog show people or by individu-
als who had no thought about
hunting. Every Tom, Dick and Lu-
cy had one, and they bred them in-
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From a hunting kennel in South Dakota, Tupper,
above, shows promise for the field. Trainer Gary Rup-
pel, right, leads Tupper through his paces as owner
Richard Sierzant of Boulder observes.

Goldens generally are mmn,m.. to retrieve in water.

discriminately,” Ruppel ex-
plained. “The result was a dog
with lots of hair, shorter legs, a
tendency to put on weight and less
athleticism.”

In short, most of the attributes
that made this one of the most
popular hunting dogs in England
and the U.S. were being bred out
over time. Certain serious breed-
ers maintained active lines of
hunting goldens, but these increas-
ingly evolved into a minority.

“Much the same is happening

now with Labrador retrievers as
the breed becomes more popular,”
Ruppel said. “You’ll find a lot of
Labs whose hunting instincts have
been blurred. You have to be care-
ful that a pup comes from hunting
stock.”

Which is why Sierzant connected
with a South Dakota breeder to
obtain Tupper, a spry dog that,
at 17 months, displays high enthu-
siasm both for finding and retriev-
ing birds.

“He’s a bit of a knucklehead

”

sometimes, but he wants to hunt,
said Ruppel, who estimates he’s
trained more than 40 goldens.
“Goldens are like a lot of other
breeds. You have to get the right
one. I prefer a dog that will really
rock ’'n’ roll in the field. With gold-
ens, it’s a little harder to find one
that meets that criterion.”

In his new book, “Gun Dog
Breeds,” Charles Fergus boosts
the golden for its keen nose and
overall abilities. “Like the English
springer spaniel, it is very much a
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But, according to trainer Gary Ruppel the breed has become a victim of its popularity.

dog for ‘rough shooting,’ the En-
glish term for describing a hunt
when several kinds of game may
be taken in varied terrain, the sort
of hunting most Americans do,”
Fergus writes.

Fergus describes a golden as
thriving on gentle techniques, not
inclined to rough methods.

“Goldens tend to be ‘soft dogs,’
responding to praise, reassurance
and positive reinforcement during
training,” Fergus says.

Sounds like a quarterback’s dog
to me. ‘

Birds, waterfo

UPLAND BIF

M Blue grouse: Through
3/9.

M Chukar: Through Nov.

W Crow: Through Jan. 3
ed.

M Doves: Through Oct. ¢

M Greater prairie chicke
Monday in a select portion
ty by permit only. Bag 2/2.

H Pheasant: Nov. 9-Jan.
Colorado. Nov. 9 -Jan. 19 ir
Colorado. Nov. 16-Jan. 5 in
rado. Bag 3/9.

B Ptarmigan: Through S
in units 53, 54, 66, 67, 68, 7
751,76, 77,78,79, 80 and !
Nov. 12 in the aforementior
3/6.

M Rail: Through Nov. 9. |
aggregate 25/25.

M Quail: Nov. 9-Jan. 5 in
orado. Nov. 9-Jan. 19 in so
do. Nov. 16-Jan. 5 in weste
Bag 8/24.

B Sandhili crane: Saturc

M Snipe: Through Dec.

M Turkey: Through Sunc

ther sex. 3
WATERFOW
Ducks

Eastern Colorado: Throt
Nov. 2-Nov. 29; Dec. 13-Jal
its: Daily bag six ducks, inc
than five mallards, of whick
two can be hens; one pinta
heads, one mottled duck, fi
15 coots. No canvasbacks
the bag. Pintails can be hur
through Oct. 30 and Nov. 2

Western Colorado: Thrc
Oct. 30-Jan. 26. Bag limits:
and mergansers, including
two female mallards, one p
heads, four scaup and 25 ¢
vasbacks are allowed in the
restricted to 60-day harves
split and through Dec. 121r
split.

Special youth waterfow!
26-27, with possession limi
bag.

; Geese

Eastern Colorado: Dark
Nov. 16-Feb. 16. Light goo
2-Feb. 16. Bag limit for dar
possession 10. Bag limit fc
20, no possession limit.

North Front Range spec
through Oct. 9.

Special light goose seas
March 31, no bag or posse

North Park/South Park/!
Through Oct. 9. Bag 3/6.

Pueblo County: Nov. 16
light geese. Bag 20, unli
Dec. 7-Feb. 16 for dark ge:

Western Colorado: Thr
Oct. 30-Jan. 26. Bag limit t
aggregate, light and dark; |




